NEW YORK STORIES

By Dan Cooper

New York Stories is set in New York, telling stories that only apply to those who live there. However. The entire show is produced in the UK, with (Queen’s) English accents and settings replacing New York ones. This should never, ever be acknowledged by the characters. Whenever you read “New York” in the scene direction, take it to read “Canterbury”.

1. Montage. Day.

The camera, at street level, whirls around the city of “New York”. We mimic the style of your average CSI:NY opening. Desaturated colours, fast shots;

a) Shot of Whitefriars from skyline to ground level.

b) Shot of Cathederal street from left to right

c) Shot of University of Kent sign, with the phrase “Welcome to the University of Kent at Canterbury” with the phrase “At Canterbury” replaced in crude marker-pen-on an A4 sheet scrawl “New York”.

2. Ext. Afternoon. Canterbury West Train Station.

The camera moves down from the sign, reading ‘Canterbury West Station’ to the front opening, a glorious white pillar entrance. The camera remains fixed as DAN emerges from the white pillars of the train station. As DAN approaches the camera, the title comes up as a subtitle.

We cut-to Tom, stood in POV of the camera, who opens his arms for his brother.

TOM:

Welcome to New York, little bro.

Dan nearly leaps into Tom’s arms. They hug. It’s manly. They’re both very happy to see each other.

DAN:
Jesus! On the phone I thought you were winding me up! You actually sound like a bloody yank!

TOM:
Do I?

DAN:
If you went home sounding like that you’d be patronised for sounding like a simpleton.

TOM:
I’ll take that as a compliment as to how well I’ve assimilated. Care to take a tour?

DAN:
Try to stop me!

3. Ext. Montage. The Tour.

TOM takes DAN around New York. As we travel around the sights, we hear Tom’s voiceover.

a)The Marlowe Theatre.

TOM:

The Metropolitain museum of art.

b)Famous shopping centre in 

TOM:

x) Tesco (It had to be Tesco)

TOM:

And this, is Macy’s. The most famous shop in all of New York.

4. Int. A Coffee Shop. Day

DAN and TOM sit in a coffee shop, enjoying the atmosphere.

TOM:
So why are you in New York anyway? It can’t be for the people, you know they’re all so miserable and insular here.

DAN:

Well I wanted to tell you to your face. Sarah left me. I’m single again.

TOM:
What?! You’ve been going out since high school!

DAN:

Would have been our seventh anniversary next year.

TOM:
I’m sorry man, I’m so sorry.

