Irish Man

By Daniel Oppenheim

1. Int. A TV Screen. Day

A Television Anchor

ANCHOR:
Holy crap! Some invincible guy’s killing people and can only be stopped by an Irish Guy, and they’ve been extinct for 20 years!

2. Int. A Pub. Evening

DAN sits, bored and alone in a pub, whilst he is forced to listen two boorish Americans sitting nearby.

BA #1:
So why are you in Eng-er-land?

BA #2

Well, like, I’m, like, totally Irish, like, 100% an’ all, like, my Mom’s mom’s mom was like, half irish and I just like, get it from there. Having a mom’s mom’s mom that’s half irish makes me a pure blooded irish.

DAN visibly sighs at this. He motions to leave. As he does, we hear his voiceover.

DAN V/O:

Why would they want to be Irish anyway? Nothing good comes from being Irish. I’ve got more Irish in my little finger than they have in their body, don’t see me boasting about it. I’ve always tried to hide it. No-one wants to be Irish. It’s a curse.

3. Ext. Night

DAN is walking away from the pub, only to be stopped by a MANIAC

MANIAC:
Give me all your money or I’m gonna rape you.

DAN stands still and, pithily 

DAN:
Push off, Wanker.

The MANIAC rushes DAN, who surprisingly delivers a well-timed kick, and winds the MANIAC. More stunned than beaten, falls to the floor.

MANIAC:
He touched me! Only an Irish could touch me… I killed them all!

The MANIAC stares after DAN, maniacally.

5. Ext. Night

Same as before.

The MENTOR has watched this, a bearded tramp, living out of a backpack and assiduously following the MANIAC, clutching a sheaf of papers, starts after DAN.

6. Ext. Night

In an open park at night, DAN walks along a central path. He stops, turns around, clearly irritated.

DAN:
look mate, I’ve not had a good day, I’m tired, pissed off and I’ve already had you once. Just go home and sleep it off.

The MENTOR leaps out from a bush, and hurries up to DAN.

The MENTOR recites a chapter from the pages he is carrying, but he doesn’t read from the paper. He knows this shit by heart

MENTOR:
And one shall rise from the ground and mature and become a man who denies his blood heritage yet when all the people shall die his power shall rise and yet he will deny it, yet he will become the saviour of the people.

DAN:

Okay, I don’t want any trouble. I’ve obviously stumbled across some sort of ceremony, I’ll be going

MENTOR:
You’re Irish!

DAN:
No, no, You have me mistaken with someone else, I’m not

MENTOR:
Your father was Irish, your Mother Welsh. You have Gaelic blood running in your veins.

DAN becomes visibly both irritated and scared. He’s bang on the money.

MENTOR:
That mental who tried to mug you. No-one can touch him unless they have gaelic blood running through their veins. He’s the killer that’s been on the news!

DAN:
Oh Fuckholes, and I pissed him off!

DAN and the MENTOR make a getaway.

7. Int. A Pub. Day

The MENTOR stands in a pub, DAN at a table.

MENTOR:
You have been given a gift, and thankfully it is one that is easily attainable.

DAN:
You going to convince me that I’ll become a superhero if you fuck me in the arse? Because you tried last night and I told you then, I’m not for planking.

MENTOR:
All you have to do is drink… this.

The MENTOR produces a glass of GUINNESS and places it on the table. DAN looks visibly pained.

DAN:
On second thought, I think I’ll take the buggery.

ECU on MENTOR’S face.

MENTOR:
Drink it!

Back to wide.

DAN:

Uhm.


DAN pinches his nose and gingerly picks up the glass. He takes a ridiculously small sip.

DAN:
Aaaagh! It’s hideous! It’s like sour milk and coffee and toothpaste and cat’s piss! How can you drink that shit!

MENTOR:
If you want to save your people and embrace your Irishosity then you must drink this…

DAN:
Fuck them and fuck you! Fuck the Irish!

DAN runs out, possibly like a girl. The MENTOR gives chase.

8. Int. Pub. Day

DAN Runs through the exit

The MENTOR follows.

9. Ext. Street. Day.

DAN runs down the street and out of shot. The MENTOR cannot keep up. He slows and stops. The Camera moves around, and we see that standing in shot now, behind the mentor, is the MANIAC.

MANIAC:
Your mother.

The MANIAC savages the MENTOR.

10. Ext. Street. Day

DAN overhears the final dying scream of the MENTOR and starts back.

11. Ext. Street. Day

DAN runs to the MENTOR, now lying in the street, near dead.

DAN grabs the papers from the MENTOR’s pocket, they are photocopies of an aincient script with delicate handwritten lettering. We don’t spend time on these however. 

DAN stands up, and, resolved, he runs out of shot

12. Int. PUB. Day

DAN orders a Guinness and begins to gulp down the drink. As he does, the MUSIC from Bill Whelan’s RIVERDANCE begins to play, and he runs out of the PUB.

13 Ext Day

DAN Runs across frame.

14. Ext. Day. A wooded scene.

DAN stands across from the MANIAC, who then rush each other.

They rush each other, and  DAN is thrown to the ground.

DAN:
It didn’t work, the Guinness didn’t work! Why didn’t it work!

The MENTOR appears in his line of sight.

MENTOR:
These things take… time.

DAN begins to convulse. He is becoming IRISH MAN.

He leaps to his feet, now dishevelled, and begins to Mumble incoherently

DAN:
Fecking, southern, ponce, get ya feckin bastard

DAN attacks the MANIAC and as the RIVERDANCE music swells to its dramatic conclusion, he bests him and the MANIAC falls.

15. Ext. Day.

DAN walks across the screen, and into the SUN as we overhear his monologue:

DAN:

I killed a man, and they will find me unless I become the thing I hate, I’m going to have to become, Irish Man.

