A P O C A L Y P S O

BY DANIEL OPPENHEIM 

1. MONTAGE. INTRO. WORDS NARRATE ACTION.

My name is Dan Cooper. Bored one afternoon I began to write an improvised acapella musical about a group of people living in a shitty coastal town called Lowestoft three days before the sun expanded and consumed the world. As I wrote I was struck by lightening and the characters started becoming real. Before long, the entire world had transformed into my fictional vision.

I have three days to save the world. 

2. Dan walks into the open street. (Call to Adventure)

BOY:
Please help me I am a little child

DAN:
You look just like me

BOY:
But I’m only 5. (beat) My mother has abandoned me, because we are too poor.

DAN:
That’s appalling, your mom’s a dirty whore.

BOY cries

BOY:
Please don’t say that, she’s under a lot of strain at home

DAN:
And for her crimes, she would be crucified in Rome.

(To themselves)

BOY:
I must find my mother and return my love to her

DAN
I must find this boy’s mother and punish her.

TOGETHER
We will find this woman and remind her to how to love.

3. [Crossing of the threshold]

4 [Road of trials]

5. [Meeting with the Goddess]

This is the only scene which is not sung.

The DEVIL APPEARS

DEVIL
Hey Dan

DAN:
Hey Satan. How’s things?

DEVIL:

I’ve had a thought. You know how I said you only had 3 days to save the world?

DAN:
Yup

DEVIL:
How about I give you a break here?

DAN:
Because I don’t trust you, you pointy eared son of a scientologist.

DEVIL:
Well of course you don’t! Not with that attitude! But I know everything you know and visa versa. So why not listen to the deal?

DAN:
I can listen. I just won’t hear.

DEVIL:

(beat – He’s got that wrong, but he won’t correct him). Uhm. I will let you off saving the world. You can get out of jail free, here’s the card. But you have to let the kid go. Turn him loose!

6. [Atonement with the father]

Dan leaps forward into song.

Dan

7. [Return Threshold]

8. [Master of Both worlds]

9. [Freedom to live] Ext. Day.

Dan looks up into the Sky

The sun gets brighter and brighter. 

Dan is bathed in sunlight.

The Devil’s voice echoes through the wind.

DEVIL (V/O)

Only two more days to go!

The Devil comes & offers Dan the chance to leave, an easy escape if the kid dies.

He has a tough time deciding

He decides to save the child’s life and battle on

He finds the mother. They are reunited. He gives them money to remain together.

He has two days to save the world.

